FREEDOM'S BATTLE

of 1930 preceded the Republic, and whose connections with the
police of that time had given grounds for suspecting him of being
nothing but a common informer. In an aggressive tone, obviously
savouring the pleasure of paying off old scores, he informed me
that he had instructions not to allow any minister to pass, and
that in Madrid it had been decided "that the Government should
return to their posts." I retorted that the Government took
orders from no one, and turning to the three or four scoundrels
who had surrounded the chief of the Code Department and
me, and who were ostentatiously handling their sub-machine-
guns, I told them what I thought of their behaviour, adding that
their rightful place was at the front.

At this moment the Ministers of Agriculture and Education
entered the room. They had been through the same experience
as ourselves, and having learned of my enforced arrival had come
to find out what was happening. As the most important thing was
to make contact with the rest of the Cabinet in Valencia, we
decided to take the road to Madrid with our escorts, but to stop
at the first crossroads and give the occupants of the "Iron
Column" car to understand that the joke had gone far enough.
This plan we put into effect, and in view of our attitude our
pursuers evidently considered that the most prudent course was to
turn back and leave us. After our arrival in Valencia, the dis-
patch of a few lorries of soldiers, to the place of the incident, put an
immediate end to the domination of the "Iron Column" over
Taranc6n.

This "Iron Column" was one of the armed and uncontrolled
groups which were formed in the early days of the rebellion.
Until their activities were suppressed by the Government
reorganization of the militia, they were responsible for a series
of excesses which, suitably exaggerated by the foreign anti-
Republican press, did much to arouse prejudice against loyaB$&*
Spain and stamp her as the perpetrator of "Red" atrocMS. \

As soon as the situation in Madrid became stabilized, one

, of the most urgent matters which the Government in Valencia

had to consider was the control plan drawn up by the London

Committee. At first the majority of the Cabinet was opposed to
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